The IB System, the ESO, and Spanish Universities
Frequently Asked Questions

How does the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program work?

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program (DP) is a two year educational program
offered in more than 140 countries. The IB is a rigorous and comprehensive course of study
designed to promote international understanding and critical thinking and give students a broad
preparation for university studies.

Students take six courses over the two years, in addition to the core requirements of Theory of Knowledge, the
Extended Essay, and Creativity, Activity, and Service. Students are evaluated using both internal and external
assessments, earning up to 45 points towards the entire diploma. Each of the six courses is worth up to 7 points, with up
to three additional points awarded for the core requirements. The lowest passing score is 24 points, and 30 points has
historically been the world average. Many elite universities in the United States and the United Kingdom require a 40
point minimum in order to be eligible for admission.

Can | attend a Spanish university if | graduate with the IB Diploma?

Yes. The IBDP has been approved by the Spanish Ministry of Education and the

Departament d'Educacié !n Catalonia as aq eI-|g|bIe pre-university dlploma Generalitat de Catalunya
program and does not require further homologation in order to apply for admission Departament d’Educaci6
to a Spanish university.

IB Score Selectividad

(e R O Do | still need to take the Selectividad in

order to attend university in Spain?
No. A student’s IB score is converted to its
equivalent on the Spanish Selectividad, using
the following conversion table. For more
information, please see this document.

The overall score for Spanish
university admissions is
calculated in the following way:

[SS +SS +S5 +5S +35 +5S /6

Do | still need to take the Specific Exams in order to attend university in Spain?
Depending on the cutoff score of the university program a student is applying for, the IB
student may wish to raise their score by taking two additional Specific Exams - up to 2
additional points per exam - earning a maximum score of 14 on the Selectividad. ASB helps
prepare students for these exams (las Pruebas de Competencia Especifica) beginning in
January of their 12th grade year. Students meet weekly after school with an ASB teacher
specialized in that subject area at no additional cost to the family. Please note that US High
School diploma students may not sit for the Specific Exams.

In certain universities outside of Barcelona students may use the exam result from two of
their IB courses to count towards the Specific Exam results.



https://www.iax.es/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Acceso-universidad-IB.pdf
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| studied abroad in 11th grade and would like to finish my last year of high school in an English-language
school. What diploma can | earn from ASB?

Joining ASB in 12th grade can be complicated. First, a new 12th grader would have missed the first year of the IB
curriculum, making them ineligible to earn the IB diploma. Instead, the student would earn the US High School diploma,
which will provide access to US universities, but will not be sufficient to access most public Spanish or European
universities. US High School diploma students are awarded 5-6 points on the Selectividad scale depending on their
subject grades, with no option to raise their score.

Second, because the student would have missed the first year of curriculum, they are not
academically prepared to go into the second year of the course. For this reason, students
are usually placed in the first year of the course with 11th graders. Assuming the student
passes the year, they would still meet the graduation requirements after one year, but they
would not graduate with their 11th grade classmates.

On occasion, strong students may repeat grade 11 in order to earn the IB diploma.

| studied abroad during one or more of the ESO years (7th-10th grade). What do | need to do to get the ESO
certificate?

Students that have studied outside of Spain during 7th-10th grade must present their official transcripts with the stamp
and signature of the school director where they studied if they want to get the ESO validation. If they studied outside the
EU they need the Hague Apostille to validate their documents. For more information, please go to this document.

Do | need to take Catalan at ASB?

In order to obtain the Graduado en Educacion Secundaria, or ESO Certificate of
Completion, the Catalan government requires students in grades 7-10 to take a certain
number of hours of Catalan Language and Literature (typically two classes per week).
Students who hold a Spanish passport are required to take Catalan, while international
students may sign a waiver exempting them from this requirement. Students who wish
to obtain the Level C in Catalan must continue to take Catalan class through 12th grade.

For many international families, the ESO Certificate of Completion is not necessary, as the IB diploma is recognized as
an official High School Diploma and allows for entrance into Spanish and international universities. However, not all ASB
students complete the IB program, and instead only meet the requirements for the US High School Diploma. Without the
ESO, and with only the US High School Diploma, a student would have very limited access to Spanish and European
universities. For this reason, we strongly recommend that all students take Catalan in order to meet the ESO
requirements and keep as many options open as possible for university.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oG4pipH_QWKsi_EJqtR6E_j39yeHss2YkZDHbbG3xhY/edit
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¢Coémo funciona el Programa del Diploma de Bachillerato Internacional?

El Programa del Diploma (PD) del Bachillerato Internacional (IB) es un programa educativo de dos
afios que se ofrece en mas de 140 paises. El IB es un curso de estudio riguroso y completo
disefiado para promover la comprension internacional y el pensamiento critico y brindar a los
estudiantes una amplia preparacion para los estudios universitarios.

Los estudiantes tienen seis asignaturas durante los dos afios, ademas de los requisitos basicos de Teoria del
Conocimiento (TOK), Ensayo Extendido (EE) y Creatividad, Actividad y Servicio (CAS). Son evaluados mediante
evaluaciones internas y externas, obteniendo hasta 45 puntos. Cada uno de las seis asignaturas tiene un valor de hasta
7 puntos, con hasta tres puntos adicionales otorgados por los requisitos basicos. La puntuacion mas baja para aprobar
es de 24 puntos, y 30 puntos ha sido histéricamente el promedio mundial. Muchas universidades de élite en Estados
Unidos y el Reino Unido requieren un minimo de 40 puntos para ser elegibles para la admision.

¢Puedo asistir a una universidad espafiola si me graduo con el Diploma IB?
Si. El IBDP ha sido aprobado por el Ministerio de Educacion espafiol y el
Departament d'Educaci6 en Catalufia como un programa de diploma .

P . o ) . , P g . .p Generalitat de Catalunya
preuniversitario elegible y no requiere mas homologacion para solicitar la Departament d’Educaci6
admisién en una universidad espafiola.

IB Score Selectividad

(per class) _Score (SS) ¢Tengo que cursar la Selectividad para

poder asistir a la universidad en Espaiia?
No. El puntaje del IB de un estudiante se
convierte a su equivalente en la Selectividad
de espafiol, usando la siguiente tabla de
conversion. Para obtener mas informacion,
consulte este documento.

The overall score for Spanish
university admissions is
calculated in the following way:

[SS +SS +SS +SS +5S +SS /6
1 P 3 4 5 6

¢Debo realizar los exdmenes especificos para poder asistir a la universidad en
Espaia?

Dependiendo de la nota de corte del programa universitario que solicita el estudiante,puede
guerer aumentar su nota haciendo dos examenes especificos adicionales, hasta 2 puntos
adicionales por examen, obteniendo un puntaje méximo de 14 en la Selectividad. ASB
ayuda a preparar a los estudiantes para estos examenes (las Pruebas de Competencia
Especifica) a partir de enero de su afio de 12° grado. Los estudiantes se reinen
semanalmente después del colegio con un/a profesor/a del ASB especializado en esa
materia sin coste adicional para la familia. Tenga en cuenta que los estudiantes con el US
High School Diploma no pueden presentarse a los examenes especificos.

En ciertas universidades fuera de Barcelona, los estudiantes pueden usar el resultado del
examen de dos de sus asignaturas del IB para contar para los resultados del examen
especifico.



https://www.iax.es/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Acceso-universidad-IB.pdf
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Estudié en el extranjero en el 11° grado y me gustaria terminar mi Gltimo afio de secundaria en una escuela de
habla inglesa. ¢ Qué diploma puedo obtener en el ASB?
Unirse a ASB en el grado 12 puede ser complicado. Primero, un nuevo alumno de 12° grado se habria perdido el primer
afio del plan de estudios del IB, por lo que no seria elegible para obtener el diploma del IB. En cambio, el estudiante
obtendria el US High School Diploma, que le proporcionard acceso a universidades estadounidenses, pero no sera
suficiente para acceder a la mayoria de universidades publicas espafiolas o europeas. Los estudiantes con el US High
School Diploma reciben 5-6 puntos en la escala de Selectividad segun las notas de sus clases, sin opcidon de aumentar
Su nota total.
En segundo lugar, debido a que el estudiante se habria perdido el primer afio del plan de
estudios, no esta preparado académicamente para entrar al segundo afio del curso. Por
esta razén, los estudiantes generalmente asisten a las clases del primer afio con
estudiantes de 11 ° grado. Suponiendo que el estudiante pase el afio, ain cumpliria con los
requisitos de graduacién después de un afio, pero no se graduaria con sus comparieros de
11 ° grado.

En ocasiones, los estudiantes fuertes pueden repetir el grado 11 para obtener el diploma IB.

| studied abroad during one or more of the ESO years (7th-10th grade). What do | need to do to get the ESO
certificate?

Students that have studied outside of Spain during 7th-10th grade must present their official transcripts with the stamp
and signature of the school director where they studied if they want to get the ESO validation. If they studied outside the
EU they need the Hague Apostille to validate their documents. For more information, please go to this document.

Estudié en el extranjero durante uno o mas afios de la ESO (7°-10° curso). ¢ Qué
debo hacer para obtener el certificado de ESO?

Los alumnos que hayan estudiado fuera de Espafa durante los cursos 7°-10° deberan
presentar su expediente académico oficial con el sello y firma del director de la escuela
donde estudiaron si quieren obtener la convalidacion de la ESO. Si estudiaron fuera de
la UE necesitan la Apostilla de La Haya para validar sus documentos. Para obtener mas
informacion, consulte este documento.

Para muchas familias internacionales, el Certificado de finalizacién de la ESO no es necesario, ya que el diploma IB
esta reconocido como un diploma oficial de secundaria y permite el ingreso a universidades espafiolas e
internacionales. Sin embargo, no todos los estudiantes de ASB completan el programa IB y, en cambio, solo cumplen
con los requisitos para el US High School Diploma. Sin la ESO, y solo con el diploma de bachillerato estadounidense,
tendria un acceso muy limitado a las universidades espafiolas y europeas. Por este motivo, recomendamos
encarecidamente que todos los estudiantes hagan cataldn para cumplir con los requisitos de la ESO y mantener
abiertas tantas opciones como sea posible para la universidad.



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oG4pipH_QWKsi_EJqtR6E_j39yeHss2YkZDHbbG3xhY/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oG4pipH_QWKsi_EJqtR6E_j39yeHss2YkZDHbbG3xhY/edit

